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State and County officials work to keep invasive species  
out of Henrys Lake 

 
Boise - Fremont County the Idaho State Department of Agriculture (ISDA), and Idaho Department of Parks and 

Recreation (IDPR), announced on Thursday that a new invasive species prevention program will be launched in eastern 
Idaho.  
 
The locally led initiative is aimed at preventing Eurasian watermilfoil and other invasive aquatic species from being 
inadvertently introduced to Henrys Lake in Fremont County. The high mountain lake is considered one of the best trout 
fisheries in the West, attracting thousands of anglers annually. The seasonal lake opens the Thursday before Memorial 
Day.  
 
Such highly invasive species as Eurasian watermilfoil and quagga mussel have not been found yet in eastern Idaho. If 
introduced, they threaten to have significant economic and ecological impacts on the region.  Boats are the primary 
transporters of aquatic invasive species. Plant material and mussels attached to watercraft or trailers can be easily moved 
to un-infested water bodies.  
 
The multi-agency effort seeks the public’s help in preventing the introduction of these species to Henrys Lake. “Preventing 
Eurasian watermilfoil and quagga mussel from invading Henrys Lake will be an ongoing process. Folks that live, make 
their living, or just recreate at Henrys Lake know the value of this world-class resource,” Fremont County Weed 
Superintendent Bryce Fowler said.  
 
The lake-wide prevention program promotes education, early detection and a voluntary boat and trailer cleaning program. 
Self-contained portable wash stations will be located at the Fremont County boat ramp and at Henrys Lake State Park. 
The free wash facilities will be operated by independent contractors, agency staff, and volunteers daily between the hours 
of 7 a.m. and 1 p.m.  
 
“This is an excellent example of a proactive approach to the invasive species issue in Idaho,” ISDA Director Celia Gould 
said. 
 
All Idaho boaters are encouraged to take the following steps to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species in Idaho:  
 

 Inspect all exposed surfaces - small mussels feel like sandpaper to the touch  

 Wash the hull thoroughly, preferably with high pressure/hot water  

 Remove all plant and animal material  

 Drain all water and dry all areas  

 Drain and dry the lower outboard unit  

 Clean and dry all live-wells  

 Empty and dry buckets  

 Dispose of all bait in the trash  

 Wait five days and keep watercraft dry between launches into different fresh waters  
 
For more information contact: 
Dean Sangrey, Idaho Parks and Recreation Operations Division Administrator (208) 334-4199 
Bryce Fowler, Fremont County Weed Control Superintendent (208) 624-1527 
Amy Ferriter, Idaho State Department of Agriculture, Invasive Species Coordinator (208) 332-8686                                                                                                                    


